
 

 

BENTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

March 09, 2026 7:00 PM 

 

The Benton Charter Township Board meeting was held at the Township Hall, 5136 Windsor Hwy, Potterville, 

MI 48876 at 7:02 PM on March 11, 2026 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Gary Suits led the board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Gary Suits. Roll Call for Board Members 

Included: Gary Suits-Supervisor, Carah Spadafore-Clerk, Karen Miller-Treasurer, Dave Falsetta, Neal Rohrs, 

Scott Hoornstra, Chris Tennes- Trustees 

 

RECOGNIZE VISITORS PUBLIC COMMENT 

Carol Bemis, Donna Sweet, Randal Tooke, Kevin Christiansen, Dennis Miller, Regina Hipple, Jake Arndt, Brian 

Drocha, Marissa Bivens, Michael Whaley, Connie Arndt. Public comment was heard. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Gary moved to approve the Agenda with amendments. Scott supported.  

Roll Call:  Karen – Yea, Gary – Yea, Carah – Yea, Chris – Yea, Dave – Yea, Scott – Yea, Neal – Yea. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

REPORTS TO BOARD: 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 

Fire Report was given by Fire Chief Kevin Christiansen.  

Report will be put on file. 

 

Fire Department Report and Bills. Motion to approve, Karen. Seconded by Scott. Roll call vote. 

 Karen – Yea, Gary – Yea, Carah – Yea, Chris – Yea, Dave – Yea, Scott – Yea, Neal – Yea. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of February Minutes 02/09/2026 

Approval of Bills 

Clerk’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report 

Assessor’s Report 

Planning and Zoning Report 

Motion to approve was given by Chris and seconded by Gary.  

Roll call vote: Scott-yea, Neal-yea, Karen-yea, Gary-yea, Carah-yea, Chris-yea, Dave-yea. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 



 

 

CLERK  REPORT:  

Participated in meeting with Fire Department’s new ABN system, fulfilled FOIA requests, assisted with 

budget preparation, training new Deputy Clerk, assisted with tax calls and requests which were referred to 

Treasurer’s office, routed zoning inquiries, assisted with  payroll, paid bills, contractors and staff, sent 

publications/postings to paper. Cemetery requests for burials, foundations, and burial spaces, prepared 

packets for meetings, ran errands, ordered supplies, and other statutory duties for the position. 

Clerk report will be on file 

 

 

SUPERVISOR REPORT:  

Worked with Tammy on planning and zoning issues zoning applications calls and counter encounters. 

Worked on ordinance complaints and violations prep work for meetings statutory duties of the office and 

more Deputy Training, Mailed out Assessments. Supervisor report will be put on file. 

 

ASSESSORS REPORT: 

3 Building Permits issued, 0 bank foreclosures, 1 recent Mortgage Company sale. 

Report will be put on file 

  

PLANNING AND ZONING:  None  

  

TREASURER REPORT: Karen gave report. 

Assisted residents with cemetery, zoning and assessing inquiries and routed messages to appropriate 

personnel. Collected tax payments for summer and winter 2025 tax period. Updated BSA Tax module for PRE's, 

Veterans Exemptions and other miscellaneous changes to accounts. Reached out to Carah and Gary about 

implementing the BSA Fire Account, unfortunately did not receive a response for either to work together in order to 

limit the use of our auditor, therefore saving quite a bit of money on the transition. Paid all liabilities to schools, county, 

fire department, library, college, and township. Signed and mailed bills for the township. Signed checks for fire 

department. Assist the fire department with deposits into their account. In order to offset the changes at the office in 

assisting residents, I set up an additional payment option for residents. Independent bank began collecting tax 

payments for residents. It has been quite successful, with many residents opting for this payment method. This process 

proved beneficial to the residents. Inquired with All Pay, our credit card processing company, to utilize this option for 

other payments to the township. Will begin after board approval. Made cash and check deposits into the general fund 

and tax fund. Report will be put on file 

  

  

  

CORRESPONDENCE: Nothing to report. 

  

  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Nothing to report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Gary opened Public Hearing  for budget at 7:30 closed at 7:36 after no further comment was 

given. 

 

 

Chris motioned for approval of Budget for 2026-27. Carah seconded.  

Roll Call VOTE:  Dave-Yea, Chris-Yea, Scott- Nay, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Karen-Nay, Neal -Nay. 

Motion Carried 4 Yeas - 3 Nays.  

 

Gary motioned for approval of Budget Resolution.  Seconded by Chris.  

Roll Call VOTE: Scott-Nay, Neal-Yea, Karen-Nay, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Chris-Yea, Dave-Nay.  

Motion Carried 4 Yeas - 3 Nays.  

  

Chris motioned for Resolution for Salary for Supervisor. Seconded by Dave.  

Roll Call VOTE: Neal-Nay, Karen-Nay, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Chris-Yea, Dave-Yea, Scott-Yea.  

Motion Carried 4 Yeas - 3 Nays.  

  

Chris motioned for Resolution for Salary for Clerk. Seconded by Dave.  

Roll Call VOTE:  Dave-Yea, Chris-Yea, Scott- Nay, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Karen-Nay, Neal-Nay. 

Motion Carried 4 Yeas- 3 Nays. 

  

Gary motioned for Budget Adjustment. Seconded by Chris. 

Roll Call VOTE: Neal-Yea, Karen-Yea, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Chris-Yea, Dave-Yea, Scott-Yea. 

Motion Carried 7-Yeas – 0 Nays 

  

Carah motioned for approval of  Data Center Ordinance. Seconded by Dave.  

Roll Call VOTE: Chris-Yea, Dave-Yea, Scott-Yea, Neal-Yea, Karen-Yea, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea. 

Motion Carried 7 Yeas - 0 Nays 

  

Chris motioned for approval of Millage Renewal At Current Rate. Seconded by Neal. 

Roll Call VOTE: Scott-Yea, Neal-Yea, Karen-Yea, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Chris-Yea, Dave-Yea. 

Motion Carried 7 Yeas – 0 Nays 

  

Chris motioned for approval of Schaefer Lawn. Seconded by Neal.  

Roll Call VOTE: Dave-Yea, Scott-Yea, Neal-Yea, Karen-Yea, Gary-Yea, Carah-Yea, Chris-Yea 

Motion Carried 7 Yeas – 0 Nays 

  

  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public comment was heard. 

  

MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:58 P.M.  

  

Carah Spadafore, Clerk 

 

 



 

 

 

 


